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WINTER 2022 
 

FROM THE EDITOR - AND CHAIR 

Well the weird start to 2022 has continued. Courses were cancelled or deferred, 

many ran; rules changed; The People Place imposed stricter rules; rules eased. 

Many of you have stayed well, a few have not, but good humour has prevailed. A 

solution for our wonderful Penny’s difficulties has been found by the Tap Dancing 

groups in a collegial way! Well done everyone. We move ahead with the support of 

our fantastic Course Leaders. 

Thanks very much to all of you. 

Colleen Liston. 

 
We would still like to hear your COVID stories for the Spring edition of The U3A 

Crier. Patrick Prevett has provided the following for us this time: 

 
BIODIVERSITY FOR EVERYONE. EVOLUTION OF THE COURSE AND 

REFLECTIONS BY THE PRESENTER AT THE 5-YEAR MILESTONE. 

In 2017 I had the good fortune to attend a set of lectures by Dennis Gee on 

Geological Perspectives of Busselton and District. So motivated was I that I decided 

to have a crack at presenting. I planned my stories to be about ‘Biodiversity in the 

Southwest - Biodiversity for Everyone.’ 

Now here we are five years later on and, spanning 2018-2022, the 5-year milestone 

for the Biodiversity courses has been reached. This is a tradition in the making. 

Essential science is a part of our way of life whether it be geology, biology, physics 

or chemistry. These subjects contain serious topics but with a touch or two of wit the 

session can become a happy and memorable event. 
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To date, over the course of five years I have been thrilled to make contact with just 

over 100 participants and deliver 70 hours of teaching time. We have shared stories 

on a broad front from Australian biodiversity and its origins in Gondwana to 

discovering wildflowers and landscapes in the South West. The lectures are built 

around PowerPoint slide presentations and last about 90 minutes. This timing 

seems to suit most people admirably and includes opportunities for individuals to 

participate during the session. 

As the presenter, what has been most rewarding for me has been the return of many 

participants with the desire to do more biological science. This has been very 

satisfying and suggests that I must be getting something right. 

The manual has been very well received. It no longer includes all the slides but has 

introductory notes to identify the major concepts of the session. 

 

 
 

In March 2020, the year of COVID-19, I was advised by my GP to leave Busselton 

for Green Head before the expected pandemic. Disappointed at having my 

lecture series ended so suddenly I decided to keep my group informed about 

topics biological. Nine letters from the bush were sent to the group by the end of 

June 2020. They covered a range of topics relating to fauna, flora and the 

landscape of Green Head’s environs. Green Head is a wonderful spot just three 

hours north of Perth on WA’s Mid-West coast. 

So, what are my expectations for the next five years? Encourage more 

newcomers to try science; encourage ‘old friends’ to renew their acquaintance; 

encourage group participation and include simple practical experiences in the 

sessions; show and tell; visits to bushland sites when orchids are in bloom and 

provide opportunities to meet and chat. So if you have that thirst for knowledge 

you know what course to choose! Come and join us for the next five years! 
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Patrick Prevett. April 2022. 

 
FEEDBACK FROM LEADERS OF NEW COURSES 

 
CLAY PLAY from Leader: Joan Parke 

 
Clay Play has started with an enthusiastic group of ladies arriving ready to get their 
hands on the lovely, smooth clay! 
The first session was a demonstration of two techniques of hand-building with clay - 
in this case the rolling of slabs ready for imprinting with various items and cutting out 
shapes to mould into 3D models – an easy task for anyone who has made pastry or 
biscuits!! We also hand-rolled clay into some coils of different sizes with small ones 
able to be used to help with joining and coming up we will make pots using coils of 
clay. One of the important things was being shown how to make slurry (soft clay 
watered down) that would work as glue for joining pieces of clay. 
Everyone was keen to start working with their ‘blocks’ of clay and before long some 
very impressive items were being constructed. Regardless of any previous 
experience group participants had, much creativity was obvious. We are all looking 
forward to the next session. 

2018 2018 2019 

2022 2022 2021 
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Happy potters! Kathy, Brenda, Delma. Raeleen, Gwen, Valerie 

 
CRIME FICTION from Leader: Jacinta Lee 

 
The new U3A Crime Book club started by reading and discussing Australian crime 

writers Jane Harper (very prolific) and John Byron. Both writers created 

considerable discussion, especially Byron’s debut novel, The Tribute. Then we 

moved on to an American writer, Paula Hawkins; you may know the film adapted 

from her book, The Girl on the Train? Who is next? Definitely Michael Connelly and 

Val McDermid (you got it – Vera’s creator!). Who else? It’s an ongoing mystery 

partly solved each month with the help of South West libraries’ book club sets. 

Whomever we pick, we’re relishing our afternoon teas at different members’ homes 

as we delve into the Crime genre on the dark days of winter until the light of spring! 

 

Jennifer, Eileen, Diana and Maureen take a break from solving crimes 
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS from Leader: Richard Liston 

 
In my introduction to the members of the Cryptic Crosswords course I promised that I 

would be providing them with some fun as well as mental challenges. Little did I 

know that errors in some of my (carefully!) “prepared” material would be the source 

of some fun. One example – the homework crossword puzzle which was completely 

lacking the clue for 16 Across! Diana was very polite in her email pointing out the 

omission and asking plaintively “What are you trying to do to us?”. I thought her 

email subject line “Very Cryptic Crossword” was a bit harsh! 

We are having fun and working hard and folks usually have a smile on their faces 

when they walk out the door after 90 minutes of brain-storming. 

Class member Elaine already had skills in the art and she offered the rest of the 

group some insight into the way she approached a new puzzle, which was helpful to 

the others. I must confess to laughing out loud when, having been shown a 

demonstration clue by Elaine, Maureen had such a look of complete astonishment 

on her face as she said words to the effect of “How ON EARTH did you think of the 

pathway/ideas/words to reach that answer?”. 

Cryptic crosswords are like that and, sometimes, working out the solution to a 

particularly tricky clue can be almost blissful. As group members’ solving skills are 

tested more and more over the next four weeks, I hope there will not be a report of a 

Leader murder at The People Place. 

 
Which reminds me of a good cryptic clue: 

 
I hunt down characters for detective story (9) Answer on p7 

 

Recognise anybody? Diana, Maureen and Jennifer solving cryptic crosswords 

It’s great to see some of our members relishing involvement in more than one group. 
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TOPICAL TALKS 
 

On Friday 18th March President of the Margaret River U3A, Jenny Bunbury, talked 

to us about their 10th Anniversary celebrations, some of the 25 courses they are 

running this year – mostly short ones – and reminded those present how Natu3a 

assisted them to get going! Her husband, Bill (Bunbury – ex ABC radio), told us 

about a couple of courses he is running, including The evolution of the Australian 

Novel: 

Session 1 - Colonial Writing: What did early settler authors write about; what 

influenced them; and did they influence turn of the century writing in Australia? 

Session 2 - A Hundred Years Hence. 

Session 3 – The Start of a Century. Bill looks at how more recent writers offer their 

understanding of some contemporary issues. 

 
Bill also whetted many appetites by telling us about the History of Wars course he 

plans for next Semester – we are trying to persuade him to offer that course for us at 

Natu3a. Please let us know of your interest! 

 
Bill and Jenny have agreed to contribute two sessions for my (Colleen, Editor) 

deferred Social History Talks course to be run on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 – 

11am at The People Place in Second Semester. We will hear from local folks 

Margaret Dawson OAM and Margaret Tickle OAM who have recorded much of our 

local social history. To start with Adjunct Professor Bill Bunbury OAM from 

Cowaramup will talk about his interviews and research for Invisible Country, a book 

which documents the effects of European settlement on lands and rivers in the South 

West in Week One. Bill and Jenny’s acclaimed book, Many Maps, Charting Two 

Cultures, looks at the way First Australian Nations mapped their world in terms of 

spiritual and environmental relationships to country and an animate sense of being, 

while the maps in European heads often explored ways to obtain wealth from the 

Australian earth and will be the topic for Week Two. Bill and Jenny will play some of 

their recorded interviews to form a basis for our discussions. 

Please keep this short course in mind when planning your U3A calendar for second 

semester. If there is enough interest participants may be asked to give their own 

talks and the course will extend beyond the designated weeks. 

 
Friday August 19th Exploring the Canning Stock Route. 

A video to be presented by Helen and Frank Quicke. It should be a very exciting 

story of adventure! 

The Canning Stock Route, proposed in 1905, is a track that runs from Halls Creek in 

the East Kimberley region of Western Australia to Wiluna in the mid-west. With a 

total distance of around 1 850 km (1 150 miles) it is the longest historic stock route in 

the world. It was seen as a way of getting the tick-infested cattle to waiting markets 

in the goldfields. The ticks fell off during the long journey! 

Alfred Canning surveyed the route through the desert in 1906. His team constructed 

forty-eight wells between 1908 and 1910 when the final drawing was completed. 
The building of the Canning Stock Route impacted on the cultural and social life of 
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many Aboriginal language groups. It is now used by commercial travel 

organisations and adventurous drivers. The droving days are long gone! 

Sit back and travel the Canning Stock Route from Well 1 at Wiluna to Well 51 on 

Billiluna Station. Discover the beauty, flora and wildlife seen on the track as it 

traverses the Little Sandy, Great Sandy and Gibson Deserts of Western Australia. 

 

 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
By 7 June   TELL US ABOUT A NEW COURSE YOU WILL OFFER IN SEM 2!! 

 

Friday 1 July       Semester 2 Enrolments: The People Place  (29 June Nova Village)  

 

Friday 19 Aug           Topical Talk: Exploring the Canning Stock Route Helen and Frank Quicke 

(see attached Flyer) 

 

Friday 14 Oct     AGM with Topical Talk from Dennis Gee: Landscape Evolution of the 

Geographe Bay Hinterland in relation to Historic Sea levels  

 (more information in the Spring Crier). 

Feedback is welcome to secretary@u3anaturaliste.com.au 

Thanks to Pauline Rockley for printing copies and mailing to postals 

 
Answer to cryptic clue: whodunnit!!! 

mailto:secretary@u3anaturaliste.com.au


 

 
 

Naturaliste U3A Topical Talk 

Join us for our next Topical Talk to explore the historic Canning Stock Route 

through a video and discussion presented by Helen and Frank Quicke. 

The Canning Stock Route is 1850kms (1,150miles) of sandy track following the 

world’s longest stock route running from Well 1 at Wiluna to Well 51 at Billiluna 

Station near Halls Creek. Discover the beauty, flora and wildlife seen as the track 

traverses the Little Sandy, Great Sandy, and Gibson Deserts of WA. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

DATE: Friday 19 August 2022 

TIME: 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

VENUE: The People Place, 19-21 Kent St, Busselton 

PLEASE RSVP to secretary@u3anaturaliste.com.au or phone/text Janet on 0448 776 337 

Light refreshments served and all guests are welcome. 

Gold coin donation for Busselton Hospice Care. 
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