AUTUMN CRIER – 2019

EDITORIAL
Up, Up, and Away for Nat U3A! Our Tenth Anniversary issue! The Knights and Dames of the
‘Round Cube’ * successfully tamed UMAS (U3A Membership Administration System) into
docility for the annual round up of eager participants to challenge the forces for Courses of
2019. Led by the IT analytical skills of Dame Lorraine and Sir Don 11 UMAS 2018 rolled
over docilely (with some tummy tickling) to enter quietly into UMAS 2019. At the same time
Sir Christopher, ably assisted by Dame Cathy, campaigned strongly for early enrolments to
augment the Royal coffers to face the challenges of the approaching Crusades. Sir
Guinivere frantically gathered together a band of extremely competent Generals to inspire
the troops for the battles ahead, so long as there were enough horses for Courses. Benignly
overseeing all this Chaos Theory was the benevolent Dame Joan, maintaining the highest of
standards demanded in the U3A Royal Court, where i’s had to be dotted and t’s had to be
crossed. Dame Joan has also embarked on a new Crusade to save The People Place using
People Power and Promoting some Powerful Petitions.
We believe you will enjoy another fulfilling year of your familiar and new Courses with plenty
of mindfulness, wellness, fellowship and friendship that Naturaliste U3A has to offer.
Sir Guinivere. * Round Cube – see Autumn Crier 2018.

FROM the CHAIR
‘We are up and running’, no, not a statement for this year (mirroring Gwyn’s), but is from a
newsletter 25th September 2009, for the revived Busselton U3A. In July 2010 the
organisation was registered for ABN status as Naturaliste University of the Third Age. So up
and running in 2009 with a Committee, potential leaders, great enthusiasm and lots ideas.
Actual courses commenced in February 2010. From the information I can locate, and I am
sure there is a lot I can’t, the year commenced with 67 members. Some of these were from
the earlier Busselton U3A group that started in 1987 but, after a number of years went into
recession.
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I wonder what those, who put so much effort into establishing the U3A group we have now,
would think as we approach our 10th birthday? We had 280 members at the end of last year
and are likely to get around that number this year. Some 32 courses were offered for
Semester 1 and our first Topical Talk is getting close.
Of course, it is not just having the numbers that is most important, but the commitment of
Course leaders, a number of whom have been voluntarily presenting courses since those
early years. It is the members who support the courses and come along to the Topical Talks
and meetings, and those who, by word of mouth, promote us, that are essential to the
important contribution we make to the Community.
However, underlying all that happens, are the Committee members who have continued to
meet and plan and do all that ‘behind the scenes’ work needed to get membership,
enrolments and course information out to Leaders and participants. Recently we co-opted a
new Committee member, Elaine Hogan, to add support to our team when members are
away on some extended ‘nomad’ travelling as well as other commitments. New to Busselton,
Elaine was very quick to get in touch with U3A and become a member. Next Crier will have
more of her information.
Joan Parke (President)

OUR 2019 COMMITTEE

Gwyn Cracknell, Joan Parke, Don Wright, Lorraine Watts, Cathy Oldman, Elaine Hogan, Dawn
Atherton, Chris Masterman

ADMIN – UMAS UPDATE:
After a year of ‘production’ use, the UMAS software seems to have settled in nicely. The
‘rollover’ function which prepares the system for the new year of classes and enrolments
proceeded with only a few minor hiccups and should be even smoother next time. The
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enrolment procedures themselves did not escape the hiccups either, but lessons have been
learned and these will be much less stressful next time. A few software upgrades have
occurred on our website recently, in particular the WordPress software used to construct the
site content has been upgraded from version 4.x to version 5.1, together with associated
plugins. Finally, the system administration role has now been transferred from Lorraine to
myself, with any ‘grey areas’ arising from this transition having been almost completely
resolved. And we are still friends!
Don Wright – Systems Administrator.

Thanks to UMAS, a successful and happy Enrolment Day.

Patrick, Elizabeth, Chris, Cathy

Wendy Parkhurst Jill Ilott

Don and Helena

AROUND THE COURSES
MUSIC APPRECIATION - Leader: John Slee

John Slee preparing for one of his Music Appreciation sessions.
Ten years ago, I started my U3A Music Appreciation classes at my house and they are still
going strong. Some of you have stayed the course since year one.
It was the first year of Naturaliste University of the Third Age, and no-one really knew how it
would go. There were all sorts of courses on offer, but this is the one I wanted to offer.
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Ever since 1955 I had been hooked on music, especially western classical, and I had always
had a wild yearning to hear a Beethoven symphony or a Bach choir in full stereo. When I
installed a whacko surround sound system at home a few years ago “my cup runneth over.”
Members of my class listen to all sorts of music on the big surround sound system in our
large lounge with a high cathedral-like ceiling. The music comes at them from both sides and
from back and front. I always start the class with “welcome to the Dunsborough Concert
Hall.” It is indeed a bit like sitting in the Perth Concert Hall, but the parking is easier, and
free.
We have had some pretty special people in the class, including concert pianist Fred Stone
who sadly died last year, well into his 90s. Fred had macular degeneration and was almost
blind but would be driven to classes in his wheelchair inside a special vehicle. He had played
Mozart and other concertos for the ABC but WW11put an end to that.
We have lots of fun. One session I announced would be an all-Beethoven day. Half way
through it I said we were going to hear a new Beethoven piano piece that had just been
discovered gathering dust in a Vienna museum and had recently been recorded. I put it on
and the frowns from the class were a delight to see, because it was the American jazz
pianist Fats Waller playing one of his many jazz pieces.
We play everything from Bach to the Beetles, and lots in between. I try to vary the diet so we
might have six or even eight pieces in the one session, broken by a cup of tea or coffee and
a biscuit at half time.
Several years ago we had a dog next door named Jake. He was a nice friendly dog who
loved everyone. During one of our sessions Jake suddenly took a rowdy dislike to a Mozart
violin concerto and barked for half an hour. Therapy later convinced him that it was really
Brahms he objected to.
This year I am changing the format slightly. Instead of numerous small pieces or
movements from larger pieces, I am going to go the whole hog and play holus-bolus some of
the magnificent compositions that have stood the test of time.
Beethoven’s mighty ninth symphony (67 minutes of bliss, depending on your taste) will start
the year, plus a smaller piece to go with it. I am not sure yet what to do about Bach’s superb
mass in B minor, because it takes a little over two hours. Perhaps I could advise people to
bring their knitting with them.
As long as people go home with a smile in their hearts, I’m happy.
John Slee

4

MAH JONGG - Leader: Wendy Beames

Mah Jongg ‘Twittering Birds’ with dedicated enthusiasm.
These days the ‘Twittering of the Birds’ (Mah Jongg for shuffling) can be heard resounding
joyfully at the Salvation Army Hall on Thursday afternoons. A vast difference from our earlier
beginnings in 2010, when a tentative idea began with only eight curious members.
A few other Mah Jongg groups were known to be playing the Western Version in the local
community, but none, the Chinese game. Over the years our membership has grown in
leaps and bounds; we now have thirty enrolments for 2019, with four of the original eight still
coming along.
We have a great mix of happy, generous and caring members all enjoying their weekly game
of Mah Jongg, while contributing to the general running of the group. Many have been
coming along for several years. We used to play in each other’s homes, but when the
numbers became too many we found a new home at the Fodder Room, part of the
Busselton Arts Centre, which obviously had been exactly that, a store for the horses’ fodder
at the old Court House, with very basic facilities matching the old gaol! We managed there
for several years, in spite of the tiny tables covered with paint and the very poor acoustics!
Moving to the Salvation Army Hall in 2015 we now enjoy a very comfortable environment
with a secure place to store our equipment. All’s well in our Mah Jongg world, as it is with the
‘Twittering Birds’.
Wendy.

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP- Leader: Moira Dahlberg
The U3A Creative Writing group has been running since Tom Walmsley asked me in mid
2011 if I’d like to do it. Two of the first members, David McDonald and Water Graham, are
still attending, along with Betty Caven and Noeline Carlson who were original members of
the writing group I had previously run at the Senior Citizens’ Centre and then at my home.
Over the years we have written many thousands of words and I have printed up at least two
collections of our writing each year. This year we have started with fourteen U3A members
enrolled. As always, the function of the group is to exercise our minds and have fun.
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The accompanying photo was taken today, February 18, our first session for this year. As
you can see, they’ve all been hard at work writing!
Moira Dahlberg.

Seated: Betty Caven, Barbara Bremner, Noelene Carlson, Judy Wills. Back Row: Walter Graham,
Alan Briggs, Gloria Kesby, Peg Smith, Shane Venema, David McDonald, Maureen McEwan, Edie
Stewart.

BOOK CLUB 1
Our first Book Club was up and running in 2011/12 with Margaret Brook as Leader. Bulk
loans of books were borrowed from the Busselton Library and the general format at the
monthly gatherings followed a discussion of the book read, afternoon tea, then
recommendations about books read by members during the month.
That still remains the procedure although we have had changes with leaders and for a time
got our books from ‘Book Talk’ in Mandurah. We are currently borrowing from the Library
and our leaders are Maureen Ebbs and Brenda Pirrit.
At the start of 2017, there was enough interest for a second Book Club to be established and
it is led by Elizabeth Horne.
With a population of keen readers, perhaps there is a potential Book Club 3 in the pipeline!
Joan Parke
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Philosophy has been a popular course with John Watt offering it in 2010 and for a number
of years after that. Lorraine Watts has picked up the baton and keen interest in her
Philosophy courses has been shown.

LET’S TALK PHILOSPHY – LORRAINE WATTS
Let’s Talk Philosophy discussion group commenced in Semester 2, 2018 and ran for six
weeks. Discussion was based on six very different philosophers found in Alain de Botton’s
book, The Consolations of Philosophy. Enrolment exceeded expectations and two very
enthusiastic groups were formed. Another short course was offered looking at the Stoics –
Let’s Talk Stoicism where we looked at Seneca, Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius and then
discussed some of the more modern philosophers. Around twenty people have enrolled for
the Semester 1 discussion group and once again the numbers necessitated forming two
groups held at Novacare in Broadwater. We are studying ten philosophers from the book 50
Classical Philosophers. Lorraine Watts

*****NEWS FLASH*****
ADDED COURSE FOR SEMESTER 1 – Enrol online through our website
https://u3anaturaliste.com.au and go to UMAS View Courses

CLIMATE CHANGE
Dates: Wed 1st, 15th, 29th May 2019

Leader: Peter Lane
Fortnightly, Wed 3.00-4.30pm

Location: The People Place, Kent St, Busselton

Short Course

Cost: $15
Maximum: 14
Email: petelane@westnet.com.au
These three talks cover the science, the effects (many of them unexpected) and mitigation of
and adaptation to climate change. This is a wide-ranging topic, one of many nuances and
differing opinions, for past decades, arguably the most controversial of issues. The debate is
growing, and Peter would encourage participants to come armed with challenging questions
with the prospect of lively debates. Class number has been kept to a level to allow time for
discussion.
Peter is a retired petroleum geologist, an environmentalist (especially forestry, water and
climate change), is an Augusta-Margaret River Shire Councillor, and has written the book,
‘The Geology of Western Australia’s National Parks’.
NB: Should you want a copy of the slides, which include many web references, please
bring a memory stick.
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CALENDAR
 FRIDAY APRIL 5th Topical Talk- ‘WEATHER’. Please mark the date for what promises
to be a very interesting talk by Max Collins, retired pilot. A Flyer with further information
is on the last page. We have a line up of great Talks for the year.

SNIPPETS
 Condolences have been sent to the family of Suzanne Beggs who passed away
suddenly just before Christmas. Sue, who was a member for a number of years, was
Book Club 1 Leader in 2017 and a very keen walker in the Let’s Walk and Talk group.
 Busselton Hospice Care Inc (recipient of one of our gold coin collections last year) invites
you to come along to the Geographe Bay Centre, 5 Craig Street, West Busselton to hear
what this well-established not-for-profit group is doing to support our community. They
are holding Information Sessions on Monday 6th May and Monday 10th June from 6-7pm
about the community programs they offer to people who are receiving palliative care and
who are bereaved, and their future plans for community based programs for carers.
Please RSVP to 97511642 or admin@busseltonhospicecareinc.org.au

 As you are no doubt aware, The People Place, venue of many of our activities, is fighting
to get Government funding restored after being informed that it would cease as from
June 2020. If you would like to help support their ‘Save our Centre’ campaign, please
click on the link below and sign the petition, or you can call into the Centre and sign a
petition there. We have a Naturaliste U3A representative (Joan Parke) on The People
Place Board. https://www.thepeopleplace.org.au/

FEEDBACK:
It is always good to hear feedback about your experiences with our Newsletter, courses and
events.

CONTACT DETAILS:
Post to: The Editors, The Crier, PO Box 1792, Busselton, WA, 6280.
Email: secretary@u3anaturaliste.com.au
Phone: Gwyn 97541703 or Joan 0410 667696.
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Naturaliste U3A Topical Talk
Our first Topical Talk for 2019 will be presented by Max Collins, retired
pilot with an intense interest in aviation safety!
His talk will be on THE WEATHER: ‘a refresher about the stuff we walk
through and breathe and how the planet interacts with it, why it does
what it does and why we see such variation in its day-to-day behaviour’.

DATE: Friday 5th April
TIME: 1.30pm – 3.00pm
VENUE: The People Place, 19-21 Kent St, Busselton
PLEASE RSVP to secretary@u3anaturaliste.com.au or
Phone President Joan 0410 667 696
Light refreshments served after the Talk, Guests welcome.
Gold coin donation for the local Royal Flying Doctor service.
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